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MAY, 1880. 


THE MONTH. 
Wiruim the last month a great political crisis has occurred. A change has come 


Here, however, all resemblance ends. Parliament of 1874 overthrew the 
Cabinet of Mr. Gladstone, and placed the helm of State in the keeping of bis 
brilliant and skilfal rival. That of 1880 emphatically reverses the process, relegates 


Facts, of course, cannot (by Englishmen at least) be contradicted or gainsayed. 
As to the result of the election, therefore, all parties are agreed. All allow that the 
Conservative party have sustained a most unexpected and complete defeat. All, too, 
are more or less astonished at the circumstance. The Liberals, indeed, had long 
contended that a change was passing over public sentiment; yet none, it would seem, 
ventured even to regard as possible the actual result. The utmost hoped for by the Op- 
position was that the Ministerial majority would be largely reduced, or perhaps abro- 
gated altogether, so as nearly to balance the opposing parties in the State, and 
prevent any marked ascendency on either side. The late Premier is said to have 
believed that he should have a majority of twenty; whilst many of his colleagues, 
if we may judge from their electioneering speeches, were far more sanguine in their 
views. Certainly, neither party anticipated so entire a reversal of the political atti- 
tude of the nation. That the principles at issue in the great electioneering conflict 
were clear and well defined, and withal of great political importance, all were rezdy 
to admit; but now that the conflict is over, and its results patent and manifest to 
all, the opinions afloat about their cause ate wide as the poles asunder, and as 
diverse as the political prejudices and prepossession’s of those by whom they are 
expressed. Many maintain that the issue is due mainly to the fickleness of the 
masses, to the propensity of the multitude to set up one idol to-day and another in 
its place to-morrow ; like Sir George Bowyer, attribute the result to the 
ignorance rather than to the fickleness of the constituencies, and to their misappre- 


over the temper and spirit of the nation ; or, rather, perhaps, the change which 
had before taken place has been made manifest, and reosived vital and practical 
embodiment. The Parliament of 1874 has passed away, and a new Parliament has 
been elected by the people. The former and the present representatives of the natior 
are in marked contrast and antagonism to each other. The new Parliament 
resembles the old in but two particulars alone. Like that, it has, by the mere 
fact of its composition and its character, overthrown a previously powerful Goyern- 
ment, and set up another in its place; like that, its election, or the character 
impressed by the constituencies upon it, has been a matter for startling surprise. 
to the cold shade of Opposition the acute and epigrammatic leader of the 
Conservatives, and exalts to the chief position of power and authority, as First Lord 
of the Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchequer, the earnest and energetic atatesman 
| who, with almost the vigour and vivacity of youth, has for the last three years been 
preaching that bold and uncompromising crusade against the Beaconsfield Adminis- 
tration which, more perbaps than any other single cause, has contributed to its over- 
throw. 
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hension of the questions which the dissolution referred for their decision. But 
making all allowance for secondary, temporary, and variable causes, we cannot, after 
all, but feel convinoed that the chief and greatest cause was an overpowering wave 
or current of national conviction. It is clear that the manifesto of Lord Beaconsfield 
(like that of Mr. Gladstone six years previously) 
effect to that intended by its author. It is not for uk to say, occupying the position 
that we do, whether the nation was right or wrong in judgment that it formed, 
and the verdict that it finally pronounced; but it is clear that its judgment was 
conclusive and without reserve, and that it was the judgment of a decided majority 
of the electors. One fact is proved by an analysis of the returns—viz, that the 
transference of power which has occurred was due, not so much to a diminution of 
Conservative votes (though in some localities that circumstance was marked), as to a 
very large increase of Liberal votes both in the counties and the boroughs. It should 
also be noted that the change in the voting is not restricted to any class of voters, 
or to any portion of the kingdom. _ Liberalism has prevailed alike in Scotland, in 
Ireland, and in Wales. And even in the English counties, the strongholds of Con- 
servatism, there has been a reaction such as has not occurred but once since the 
passing of the Reform Bill in 1832. Friends and foes of the change that has been 


wrought alike accept the fact, be their explanations of it what they may. 


The resignation of the Beaconsfield Cabinet was, of course, the natural and con- 
stitutional result of the response of the constituencies to the Premier's appeal. It 
was an issue distinctly challenged by the Cabinet, and the challenge was as promptly 
taken up as it was given. There was, therefore, no alternative and no appeal ; and 
all reflective men, of whatever party, will, we apprehend, commend the Prime 
Minister’s determination to resign so soon as the national will had been clearly ascer- 
tained, rather than wait for the meeting of a Parliament, the first testing debate in 
‘ which would have deprived him of his power. In this he did but act in accordance 
+ with his own precedent of 1868 ; with this difference, however, that on that occasion 
| his intention to resign was publicly communicated to the country even before that 
resignation was tendered to the Sovereign herself. The course now followed we 
take to be more appropriate to the actual facts of the position. 


In the interval between the resignation of the late Ministry and the appoint- 
ment of their successors, speculation was rife as to the statesman to whom should 
be entrusted ‘the formation of the new Cabinet. The respective claims of Lord 
Hartington, Earl Granville, and Mr. Gladstone bave been fully and earnestly dis- 
cussed ; but, almost from the first, the general consensus has pointed to the veteran 
statesman whose persistent efforts mainly created the majority, as the proper person _ 
by whom that majority should be guided in the work of legislation. The organsof — 
all parties bave, with a remarkable unanimity, concurred in this view; and all who 
desire that, whatever party may be in power, the Government should be vigorous 
and strong, compact and effective, will be undoubtedly of a similar opinion. The 
new Ministry have a majority which will render them independent of the Home 
Rulers, whilst it may also be expected that the more moderate section of that party, 
led by Mr. Shaw, will, on questions not specially affecting Ireland, be found voting 
with the Liberals. The Ministerial majority, excluding the Home Rulers, is 147, 
and even in the improbable event of a coalition between the Home Rulers and the » 
Conservatives, it would still be fifty-seven. In this state of things we have certainly 
the elements of a powerful and stable Administration, which, if conducted with judgment, 
and controlled by moderation and good sense, may, during its term of office, effect 
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much for the welfare of th: tn: each changes 
as are really called for, and which would conduce, therefore, alike to the permanence 
of our institutions and the progressive improvement of the people. 


While we write, the final arrangements for the composition of the new Cabinet 
are rapidly approaching their completion. Mr. Gladstone fills the position which al! 
the circumstances indicated he must of necessity assume, and which his political 
opponents, no less than his supporters, advocated as his fitting part. But he conjoins 
the Chancellorship of the Exchequer with the leadership of the House of Commons 
and the post of chief adviser to Her Majesty. The duties he thus takes upon himself 
might well seem formidable to any other statesman of his years; yet no one seems 
to doubt the capacity of the right honourable gentleman fully and adequately to 
discharge them. This combination of the administration of the public finances with 
the Premiership is thought to indicate that financial matters will receive the early 
and special attention of the new Cabinet. Before these pages shall meet the eye of 
the reader, Parliament will have met, and the entire composition of the Ministry be 
officially and absolutely known. 


Events have shown that our new Premier acted wisely when, before his elevation 
to that high office, he declined to be the central figure in a sort of triumphal entry 
into the metropolis—a demonstration got up in his honour, and in commemoration of 
the victory of the Liberal party at the polls. Such demonstrations at any time are 
of doubtful expediency ; they are liable to afford opportunities for inflaming the 
passions of the multitude, and they too often indicate the supremacy of numbers, 
rather than of reason and intelligence. Besides this, they are especially liable to 
irritate or, at any rate, to wound the feelings of the vanquished party, and are thus 
liable to the charge of a want of magnanimity and geuerosity, and of that considera- 
tion for others which we should wish accorded to ourselves. The new Premier has 
now achieved a practical triumph, which, from his point of view, and toa man of his 
character, must be an amply sufficient reward for all his previous exertions ; and, 
we apprehend, it must be a source of satisfaction to him that he declined all part 
in a demonstration which could not but have worn an aspect of unseemly triumph 
over the fall of opponents so recently in possession both of office and of power. 


One of the latest acts of Lord Beaconsfield’s Administration was to confer the 
new Bishopric of Liverpool on Canon Ryle, sv recezitly promoted to the Deanery 
of Salisbury. The appointment will be hailed with general satisfaction. Mr. 
Ryle’s high character and abilities have long been known and deservedly appreci- 
ated. His influence is great, and, in theological matters, it hasalways been exercised 
on behalf of Protestant simplicity and truth. His appointment is a guarantee that, 
in the new diocese now constituted, Ritualism and Ritualistic innovations, whether 
in doctrine or in worship, will find no favour, and that if they hold or gain ground 
within it, it will not be as the result of episcopal encouragement. We wish the | 
new Bishop long life and health, and the strength for a faithful and assiduous dis- 
charge of bis important and serious responsibilities. — 

’ A long and costly series of suits has, by the judgment of the House of Lords in 
the Clewer case, been brought to a final, if not a satisfactory, conclusion. From the 
decision of this Court no appeal can lie, and the views and conclusions of their 
lordships were set forth with a clearness and a force which show that any fature 
attempts to alter or to modify them must be entirely in vain. The circumstances of 
the case are, doubtless, fresh in the recollection of our readers; and the judgment 


4 x 2 


182 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. (May 1, 1900, 


explicitly affirms that, under the Church Discipline Act of 1840, the bishop of the 
diocese, although, upon the complaint of an aggrieved parishioner, he may be called 
upon to institute proceedings against a clergyman eharged with illegal practices in 
worship, and is actually “empowered ” by the Act to issue a Commission to inquire 
into such complaint, yet, if himself unwilling, cannot be compelled to do so. Thi 
is the point upon which, during the progress of the suits, the entire controversy 
turned. The decision has important bearings, and is likely to lead to very practical — 
and serious results. It has, in the first instance, and in the matter of these special 
suits, led to the voluntary resignation of his incumbency by Canon Carter, of 

the incriminated clergyman, against whom, for various reasons duly set forth 
the time, the Bishop was unwilling to proceed. This step on the part of Mr. Carter, 
although taken exception to by some, we feel inclined both to respect, and to commend 
to the imitation of other Ritualistic clergymen in a somewhat similar position, It 
stands out in praiseworthy contrast to the conduct of many who set at naught 
alike the wishes of their parishioners, the authority of their bishops, and the judg- 
ments of the courts both iastical and civil. It is conduct, however, which, 
judging from past experi we consider not very likely to be followed. 


Considerable attention has been excited both in religivus and other circles by 
the recent lectures of M. Renan in St. George’s Hall. The aim, in these lectures, of 
this celebrated sceptical philosopher appears to be to convince his hearers ef the 
purely human or natural origin of Christianity. He finds the great traditions of 
the Christian faith in possession of the world, in the exercise of a vast influence 
over innumerable numbers of its people; and not himself believing in their divine 
origin, properly so called, he bas to account for a phenomenon so singular and 
striking. This he strives to do by representing it as the natural outcome of human 
needs and cravings, as originating not merely in the world, but from it. The task 
is adventurous, and, from our point of view, impossible. None the less is M. Renan 
one of the men best qualified to attempt it, supposing it ever to be seriously taken 
up. And what we cannot but regard as his failure in the task does but, in our 
judgment, serve the more conclusively to prove that our holy religion is not the 
invention or discovery of man, but a disclosure of the mind of God. 


The war in Afghanistan still continues. An engagement has occurred between 
the forces under General Stewart and a band of some 10,000 or 12,000 tribesmen, 
twenty miles south of Ghuznee, in which the latter were defeated and dispersed, 
oO. Bi the British troops immediately afterwards taking possession of the fort. The . 
aig _  _ English loss was but slight, but that of the Afghans was severe. General Stewart 
bi would proceed to Cabul, in order to assume the chief command. Mahomed Jan is 
ian. still at the head of 5,000 men at Hangar, and General Ross, in command of a 
ik detachment of the British troops, had been ordered to march against him, It is 
Pea understood that Lord Lytton will be undoubtedly recalled from India, and that an 
) earldom will be conferred upon him. Indian advices state that the weather is favour- 

able, and that the prospects of the crops are hopeful and encouraging. It will, 
indeed, need all that skilful agriculture and careful cultivation can accomplish to over- 
come the effects of recent famines, to improve the resources of our vast Indian depend- 
__ encies,and to restore prosperity and contentment to the people ; and no better wish can 
_ be expressed for our new Cabinet than that they should be enabled to bring this appa- 
rently interminable and exhausting Afghan war to a speedy and a satisfactory concla- 
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Intelligence. 


FRANCE. 


{From our own Correspondent. } 
Paris, April 17, 1880. 

SUPPRESSION OF THE JESUITS. 
The Jesuits tolerated in France, and making 
an abusive use of that toleration, have been 
subjected to the law which relatestothem. A 
decree, of which the following is the conclud- 
portion, has been adopted and issued :— 

“A delay of three months from the present 
decree is granted to the unauthorized combi- 
nation or association called the ‘Society of 
Jesus,” to dissolve itself, in compliance with 
the laws above mentioned, | February 13-19, 
1790; August 18, 1792; Article 11 of the 
Concordat ; 18 Germinal, Year X.; 3 Messidor, 
Year XIL; Articles 291 and 292 of the 
Penal Code and the Law of April 10, 1834,) 
and to evacuate the establishments it occupies 
upon the territory of the Republic. This 
delay will be prolonged to the 31st of August, 
1880, in the case of establishments in which 
literary or scientific teaching is given by the 
association to youth. 

“Done in Paris, March 29, 1880. 

“Jures Grevry, President of the Re- 
public. 

“Cu. Lererz, Minister of the Interior 
and of Worship. 

“Jotes Cazat, Keeper of the Seals, 
Minister of Justice.” 

As to the other unauthorized associations of 
monks and nuns, of which there are 500, 
composed of nearly 22,000 individuals, 
they are granted three months to take the 
legal steps necessary to become authorized, in 
the absence of which they will be subject 
to the laws now in force which provide for 
their dissolution. 

The rapid growth of these conventual in- 
stitutions, more especially those of them 
which are devoted to education, with their 
. “ letters of obedience,” superseding the proper 
and their practice of throwing Rome’s net 
around not only the ignorant in the element- 
ary schools, but also around the youth of all 
classes up to the highest grades, are supposed 
to involve a tremendous danger to the Re- 

public, inasmuch as the citizens trained by 
them have the “Syllabus” as the basis of 
their education. The perils of a growing an- 
‘tagonism between the Republicans and the 
retrograde party are supposed to be crushed in 
time by these decrees. But a future of agita- 


tion and turmoil seems inevitable either way. 
Many declare it to be impossible that 


in the country, a stolid reluctance to any 


capital; and wherever the have 


form, Jesuitism will ever crop up, or find its | 
stealthy way into families, schools, nations. 
The suppression of the Concordat and the 
withdrawal of all State pay to churches is 
looked for as likely to follow. Be that as it 
may, the bishops ure writing manifestoes against 
the Government it no measured terms, and 
threaten defiance of the decree. 
ATHEISTS AND THEIR PROJECTS. 

On the other hand, the violent language of 
God-defying “free thought” is noisily mak- 
ing iteelf heard. Atheism and Socialism are, ac- 
cording to a lecturer going the round of the pro- 
vinces, the two agencies for securing morality 
in the nineteenth century! To the suppres- 
sion of God and that of private property is 
to be added, according to another orator, the 
abolition of the Senate and of the President 


of the Republic! Will the good sense of the 
vast majority of French people damp these 
powder i or will these 


monkeys hand out the explosive materials 
until the nation repeat with greater violence 
the revolution whose centenary is at hand? 
And Protestants? Most of them are jubilant 
at the decrees ; but some, of deeper, higher 
thought, think they see Despotism on the seat 
of Liberty, and regret them. 
THE EDUCATIONAL OONFLICT. 

Schools are being opened by private sub- 
scription for the monks and nuns to retain the 
children whose parents choose their teaching. 
But the city of Paris is most vigorously open- 
ing communal schools, with every modern im- 
provement, well-trained, well-paid teachers, 
and every inducement to attract the parents 
and children, Many Protestant teachers, . 
vegetating in poor schools and on poor pay, 
are accepting and petitioning for places in the 
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— should carry out their own de- 
crees, There is an immense force of inertia 
| change in this respect, that is little felt in the 
been long taught by Jesuits, there seems to 
be a fatal blight on the intellectual handling 
| of common-sense questions that is an obstacle 
of enormous resisting power. The charm of 
_ Jesuitism is in its soothing the weaknesses of 
| the human heart, and fanning the conscience 
| to sleep. “A downy pillow,” says M. Paul 
Bert, “soft as mud!” Suppressed in one 
| 
| 
| 


' Protestant Historical Society, which was ex- 
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Meanwhile, that noble, grand - hearted, 


PROTESTANT ANNIVERSARIES. 
_ The annual meetings of the various re- 
ligious societies commenced with that of the 


ob- | during its sixteen 


tremely interesting. It continues its useful 
historical discoveries, articles, and books, and 


of the Basle assembly, and of the visit of 
members to the Emperor of Austria on behalf 
of the Bohemian Christians, now free to 


that the Parisian Committee of the Home 
Mission has sent fifteen lecturers to various 


cities of the north, east, and centre of France. 


Some new places of worship have been opened 
in consequence. Its receipts are 8,100 francs ; 
its expenses 2,800 francs. 

The Bible Society of France was presided 


over by Pastor Dhombres. It has circulated 
existence 350,000 
copies; it has revised the Ostervald New 
Testament, and is revising the Old. During 
the year 5,000 Bibles and 17,000 New Testa- 


: | ments have been circulated; but only 200 of 


these have been asked for to give to soldiers 
on leaving home. Arabic copies have been 
given to M. Soleiet for his African expedition. 
Receipts, 42,951 francs. For the first time 
this society has a deficit ; it amounts to 2,000 
francs. 


The General Pastoral Conferences were not 


very numerously attended. Dr. de Pressensé 
introduced the subject for discussion: “The 
Conditions of Good Apologetics.” There was 
discussion, but neither very vehement nor 
very extended. 

The Sunday-school Fete at the Cirque 
d@’Hiver was bright, as usual, and numerously 
attended. The missionary from Lessuto, Mr. 
Coillard, returned for a year’s rest after 
twenty-two years’ absence, gave more than 
customary animation to this and other meet- 
ings. Pastors Paumier, Paul Cook, Matthieu 
Leliévre, and others, charmed their young 
audience. 

MR. M‘ALL’S MISSION. 


’ The remarkable experiment by the Rev. R.. 


W. McAll of hiring a concert and ball-room 
holding 2,000 people for lectures, has proved 
a full success hitherto. The four weekly 
meetings have attracted large audiences, 1,500 
and upwards, who listen with remarkable in- 
terest to the various lecturers. The noise 
made by a few young scorners, who try to 
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communal schools, and are accepted. The | is collecting a library, shortly to be open 
a week to the public. Several of the 
fluence will tend to induce piety in the | old Hoguenot psalms were beautifully sung 
Protestant schools generally seem incapable of | The Evangelical Alliance and Home Mission 
coping with the new order of things. Funds | in connection with the opening prayer-meeting, 
are lacking, to say the least. The change, was presided over by Pastor Theodore Monod. 
consisting in the abolition of the religious | The report of the Evangelical Alliance was 
' portion of the teaching in communal schools | full of incident and interest. Dr. Fisch told 
> s worship according to their consciences, The 
es Mogador missionaries are also free to labour. 
ep. The Parisian Committee is composed of fifty- 
F. seven members. Pastor G, Meyer reported 
m the neighbourhood, and 327 boys 
Tie the Society of Freethinkers. They meet to 
talk atheiem and sing the Marseillaise, and 
ar are actually thinking of some ceremonial 
Mt ‘ servances in connection with births, marriages, 
a? and deaths! Good Friday is chosen as a 
festival to protest against Christ ! Vain men ! 
ey He that sitteth in the heavens shall Jaugh 
Hk " the Lord shall have them in derision. Of old 
a ‘ He hath said it, predicting their advent. 
at With all this, is it surprising if the Roman 
hi Catholic churches have been wonderfully 
 £ crowded with communicants at the Easter 
festivals ? 
FATHER DIDON, 
te after his series of lectures in which he , 
if y vainly endeavoured to reconcile the Church 
Ph ie with the spirit of the age, has been sent by 
“ne the General of his order to the Convent of 
Corbaro, in Corsica, as a disciplinary measure. 
r. 5 This edifice is built upon a hill, and is in- 
Hay habited by five or six monks. Will he suc 
ah cumb, or will he separate ? 
courageous woman, 
MRS. BUTLER, | 
il } has pleaded in’ Paris once more the cause | 
of virtue and morality—the abolition of the 
: { infamous police laws which legalize vice. 
tt F She was accompanied by Messrs. A. Humbert ; 
me Benjamin Scott, Chamberlain of the City of | [EE 
+ London; Dr. Chapman ; and others. 
| 


The Rev. F. Fliedner, of Madrid, de- 


among the Protestants in support of their 


new 
Nice and Geneva. On the whole, a public 
interest has been drawn to the Gospel such as, 
for ages, France had not known. 
Meanwhile, the boastings of infidelity in 
this land have been unprecedentedly loud and 
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sing the Marseillaiss, and disturb the assembly, | parts of France. Large audiences were every- 
is mow firmly and easily silenced by a suffi- | where gathered, even in towns accounted the 
cient staff of earnest helpers. MM. G. Fisch, | very strongholds of intolerance and super- 
E. de Pressensé, Theodore Monod, etc., have | stition. These efforts, together with the evaa- 
been the lecturers. gelistic tours of Monsieur Réveilland, of the 

agents of the Mission Intérieure, aad 
The anual of the Rev. R. W 
McAll’s mission has been issued. In the; Among the towns in 
course of his review of the year, Mr. McAll | Populaires (as the F 
writes as follows :— meetings like ours) exi 
In Paris, we have chiefly aimed at con- | seilles, where our fri 
solidating the work already undertaken, | M. Ruben Saillena, 
especially by gaining more intimate rela-| Nimes and St. eae 
tions with our thoughtful hearers. We | agencies have 
have opened only one additional mission. | visit; Toulon, 
hall m Paris. Our Wesleyan and Baptist 
brethren have, however, established in the | ete. ete. Geneva, and one 
city and neighbourhood several very promis- | towns, may be added to this list. We had the 
ing stations. Meanwhile, openings for ex-| pleasure of supplying banners with Scripture 
tended effort have been multiplied in all parts i 
of France. Many of these we have, unavoid- 
ably, passed by, for want of labourers and 
resources, But we have ventured forth into 
three important towns— Lyons, Bordeaux, and, 
quite recently, Boulogne-sur-Mer. [Details of 
the work in these interesting branch missions | insolent—the assertion that Christianity has 
are given.] had its day, and that the Gospel has lost its 
Comparing the entire position of evangel-| power. Surely it is a time of close struggle 
istic effort in France with that of a year ago, | between the powers of darkness and those of 
surprising progress is marked. Dr. Somer-| light. Who would not seek to diffuse that 
ville’s remarkable visit to Paris, during which | light—to aid in bearing such a testimony for 
he spoke by an interpreter in every one of our | God’s truth in this fair land that, through the 
rooms and in the other mission-stations, led | Divine Spirit’s attending power, the victory 
on to his remarkable journey through various ' may be His whose right it is to reign ? 
SPAIN. 
HOSPTTAL-SCHOOLS.—VISIT OF BISHOP RILEY.| Mr. Fliedner also writes: “We had the 
SE | pleasure in the last days of seeing Bishop 
scribes the efforts that are being made there | Riley, from Mexico, and we trust that his 
visit will form bond of brotherly leve and 
little hospital. He goes on to say: “ We es-| affection between the Churches of Spain and 
teem it a great benefit that, both by the hos-| Central America. We were to hear 
pital and the Interment Society, we are able ae 
to give to the members of our congregations | Church there is called, enj : 
real life in the time of the greatest need, | and that, in spite of all the 
In our schools we are going to add a Latin | villages on the part of 
class for some of the elder boys, as the first | tected and favoured open! 
step to a higher education, and the beginning | of the blic himself. 
of a training college for schoolmasters and 
evangelists. It is a very humble commence- 
ment, like a little mustard seed. We are | country!” 
willing to receive boys from other congrega- | OONVERSIONS.—EPISCOPAL INTERFERENCE. . 
tions in Spain, if our brethren believe them | Mr. Wigstone writesfrom Vigo as follows :— 
to be endowed with sufficient talent and with | “When living at Corufia, we hired a country 
the earnest desire to become teachers or evan- | house in Arteijo, a village about two leagues 
gelists ; and if we find them capable, we will, | distant, for meetings, in which we preached for 
with the help of God, try to continue their | about six months. The fruit is now spring- 
education.” | ingup. A short while ago, Mr. Spooner, in 
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PORTUGAL. 


THE CHURCHES OF THE CITY OF LISBON. 
LY THE BY. WENDELL PRIME. 


One of the numerous religious holidays that 


lighten the easy burden of a Lisbon year is | earthq 


the festival of the Heart of Jesus. It is es 
pecially fashionable because it has a royal 
origin, and is celebrated by the attendance of 
the royal household at the Church of the Heart 
of Jesus, or 
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a resident Scotch gentleman, who has the 
intelligence and tastes which give the counting- 
room the of the library. His 
long residence in Lisbon made his society a 
continual revelation of what was worth know- 
ing about the Portuguese and their capital, 


while his singular command of language made | taining 


his commentary as interesting and forcible as 
the communication of a favourite contributor. 
Beginning in the district near the river, we 
visit the 
CA 

which has nothing in its size or architecture 
to disti it among the numerous city 
churchés. It is under the height which is 


surrounded by the walls of the Citadel or | place 


Castle of St. George, another commanding 


from many different 
cieties. All the rest lie along the walls, in 
soffiaa, many of which are very like old- 
fashioned travelling tranks, long, low, round 
topped, with two hasp- o centre 
of each case is a brass plate, with name and 
dates. This is, therefore, not only a solemn 
in which to learn the vanity of power 
and station, but also a very convenient place 


feature in the view of Lisbon. After the 
jaake, the cathedral was rebuilt, both 
xterior and interior being extremely plain 
and uninteresting. While exploring in the 
remoter aisles back of the altar, and in the 
narrow courts between its walls and the ad- 
jacent houses, we find the remains of vaulted 
THE ESTRELLA. ceilings, pointed arches, flying buttresses, and 
Oceapying the summit of the hill Buenos | other beautiful remains of the original Gothic 
Ayres, its dome is pe structure, that have been thus partially ob- 
features of the city literated and partially abeorbed by the present 
was built, at the close of the last building. 
the Queen Maria 1., in ful In one of these contracted passage-ways is 
conditioned upon the birth of an an aperture with an iron grating, behind 
since its consecration it has been EEE | which are two prisoners, black as jet. Though 
and resort of those who shed [EEN | not in duranée on account of their colour, they 
Hannah in the house of the owe their captivity to their race; two ravens 
St. Roque is a church usually always being kept within these precincts, in 
on account of its memory of their ancestors, who accompanied 
the ship which brought the remains of St. 
Vincent from the cape that bears his name to 
Lisbon. These relics now repuse in the chapel 
of St. Vincent in the cathedral. How broad 
us stones, | the mantle of charity which can thus embrace 
a in ite protecting folds these birds of prey, 
which are not supposed by the world in 
ee general to be at all unselfish in their consum- 
ing zeal for the mortal remains of any body! 
To the north of the cathedral, on higher 
ground, so that it is very conspicuous from 
the river, is the Church of 
ST. VINCENT DE FORA. 
Upon the inner walls are long series of pic- 
tures in white and blue tiles, illustrating such 
familiar fables as the killing of the goose that 
laid the golden egg, the dying father teaching 
beneath the valley across the garden NEEM | his sons the benefit of unity by the bundle of 
Pedro d’Alcantara. My guide, philosopher, | sticks, and many others. 
and friend in this excursion was Mr. Hood,| A long, low chapel in the rear has been 
converted into an unpretending mausoleum 
for the royal house of Portugal. In the centre 
are two sarcophagi: one with the remains of 
Pedro 1. of Brazil and tv. of Portugal, who 
divided these crowns, giving to his son Brazil 
and to his daughter Portugal ; the other, con- 
the remains of the last sovereign, is 
sovered with memorials, including offerings 
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difficult it is 
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Church 
[Fs appointments of priests to be an- 
the State authorities. It can 
thought possible that the Roman 
At length make such a concession, and re- 
Pope | cogmize practically one of the May Laws, if 
has written a letter to the former Archbishop | there were no chance of a real understanding. 
of Cologne, Dr. Melchers, stating that, in| The extreme Ultramontanes are not very 
order to facilitate the negotiations, he would | much pleased with this measure, and the 


| 


great numbers and the sad condition of the 
blind in the East are well known, while cer- 
tainly in Asiatic Turkey no efforts are made 
in their behalf. So far as I am aware, there 
is not a school for the blind in all Turkey. 
are many reasons why Aintab is a good 
for the location of such a school: the 
is central, the cli 


i 
= 


“H. N. B.” (Rev. H. N. Barnum, Ameri- 

missionary,) writes to the New York 
Christian Union, from Harpoot, in Eastern 
- Turkey 
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wards the Normal and College departments. 
He examined several classes himeelf, He 


of yourselves. You are natives of the place 
— educators—but just see what 
these i are doing” but to us he 
said: ‘ The do not now 


and men of your class must die and get out 
of the way before anything can be done. 
Your children or their children may perhaps 
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first two terms of the present year the lessons “Our new Pasha is well known as one of 
have been on the Book of Acts as a basis for | the most intelligent and enterprising men of 
the study of the life of Paal; and now we | his class, and, what has now become exceed- 
have turned to the Old Testament, taking up ingly rare in Turkish officiala, he is 
the history of Abraham. Besides these regu- | thoroughly honest. He believes that one 
lar Bible lessons, there are meetings for | of the first steps in Turkish reform is to 
prayer and conference on Thursday afternoon | educate the people. Three years ago, on a 
and Sabbath morning of each week. More- | visit to this place, he spent an hour in ex- 
over, nearly every student in college is a | amining what was then our Normal School, 
member of one of the several large Sabbath- | before the College department was organized. 
schools held each Sabbath morning in the | Last Friday he spent three hours here, visit- 
Evangelical Armenian churches of the city ; | ing first two primary schools supported by 
while all the professors and teachers in the | the Protestants, one for girls and the other 
college, including the President, are teachers | for boys, then the French Seminary, and after- 
a powerful religious influence is exerted upon 
the students. In this respect I am sure this | expressed himself as highly gratified. Inthe 
college will compare favourably with the best | midst of it, I overheard him saying to the 
American colleges. A large proportion of the | President of the Board of Education and the 
students are looking forward to the ministry | chief teacher in one of the High Schools, who 
as their aim and work in life. These young | were present, ‘You ought to be ashamed - 
men take 4 decided and active part in main- 
Will you allow me to appeal through your 
columns for aid in establishing at Aiatab 
A SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND? what you are doing for them. One or two 
hundred years hence they will come and 
pray cver your graves! 

“On Saturday I accompanied the Pasha 
to several Turkish schools. After visiting 
the schools, we called on the President of the 

: Municipal Council, the man who represented 
this district in the Turkish Parliament, while 
it lasted. Several other prominent Turks 

for such a school here | were present. He had scarcely taken his 
much less than at the coast; while | seat when he said: ‘ Yesterday and today 
city and region round about, the num- | I have been visiting schools, and I have found 
blind persons is very large. The school | something to be thankful for and something 
be open to all nationalities, without | to be sad about. The things to be thankful 
to religious differences, and would be | for, which I have sean, are the Protestant 
the control of a local board of managers, | schools and the general desire for education 
and advised by the American mission- | among the people. That which makes me 
The e of such a school for one | sad is that the chief men, those who ought to 
. | be leaders in education, manifest no interest 
in it whatever. Last night, after visiting the 
Protestant schools, I couldn’t sleep, and to- 
day I was ashamed to have Mr. Barnum with 
cheques on a London bank, directly to me, me, to see the condition of our schools, You 
or to C. &. Hanson and Co., Galata, Constan- 
tinople, payable to order of Rev. T. A. Bald- 
win, American missionary. 
T. C. Trownripez, amount to sémething, but I know that you 
President, C. T. College. | never will.’ These men were thoroughly 
————— nonplussed, but the rebuke was administered 
“AN ENLIGHTENED PASHA. in such a way that they could not be angry. 
They said that money was needed to establish 
schools, and the Americans had money. 

“He replied : ‘ You waste money enough 

on unimportant and worthless objects to 
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\ DOM, | 
A TROUBLESOME STEED. 
idst of my 


proves as kind as ever; first giving man and 
beast refreshment, then undertaking to send 
oxen for our cart, and finally getting some 
tea ready for Mrs. Bousfield, whose arrival oa 
her forage bed I awaited before riding on to 
Heidelberg. This place reached, our hosts 


Saturday night finds us safely 
hotel at Heidelberg, though not till 


time next morning does our cart come in, and 

_@ change of clothes for the holy day. On 
Sunday there were three services in the 
school-room, with a heavy storm to wash 
away one congregation at least. The special 
feature of this visit was the presence of 
troops, and it is most gratifying that, a ser- 
vice in camp being prevented by the rain, 
our morning congregation was formed of 
. soldiers chicily. 


vain cogsultations with civil and military 
wheelwrights, and finally the kindly loan 
pair of wheels, on which we make a start 


with one outspan, we reach a 
station just in time to escape a frightful 
storm, which raged all night with wondrous 


and here we closed the day with evening prayer, 
at which the little household joined us. The 


Next day we start for Wakkerstroom, and 


hills being closer to each other, and the in- 
tervening flats much narrower—a 
the interminable 


change on 


of the 
like the i 
About 


3 
EF 
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with me. But nothing else can be done, s0 had. The next day involved « 
we set off—three weary walkers, three weary thirty miles over hill and swampy 
| horses, three cloaksto face the fresh worse by the night's sharp 
. ing storm, and « basket to carry, crossing @ stream so 
. so we trudge on, up one rise, down unload our cart in 
. till at last the long-talked-of spruit carry bundle after 
And, oh, delight ! some chance of on Nelly, finally setting Mrs. 
—two waggons by it, delayed b I waded through 
spruit. As we drew to our 
Before they heve started we vy storm was round 
and after a half-made cup of tea, overtake us at any 
blows the paraffin flames from we finished our 
little pot, Mra. B. and H. are journey ab fall gallop. Our resting-place was a 
waggon-load of forage ; the ee | wayside accommodation-house, rough indeed in 
are with them; two horses go all its appliances, but a shelter from the storm ; 
on for further aid, Nelly now free from the fly 
which proved the cause of last night's trouble. | next day we safely reached Standuton, were 
HOSPITALITY AT A FARM—HEIDELBERG. kindly entertained, and had service in the 
Onward I ride till I reach our kind friend’s | evening in a private houre, the room being ; 
farm, to whom I have had occasion to refer | filled with troops, notwithstanding a furious 
in other printed records, and Mr, Bennett | storm. [Saturday was occupied with com- 
mittees, etc.; Sunday with services in the 
camp and elsewhere ; and Monday with com- 
mittee work, visiting, and letter-writing. } 
so often, Messrs. Hall and Graham, give us| brought us to a store and empty house, in 
welcome, while the former drives out in his | which the storekeeper kindly made us shake- 
spider to fetch Mrs. Bousfield in. And JJ | downs for the night. The next day a shorter 
ME | stage brought us to a farm and store, which 
Christmas last, and staying for the afternoon 
as well as night, I spent the former in a visit 
to Coldstream, two or three milesaway. The 
place was wonderfully improved. On Thurs- 
day morning we started for Wakkerstroom, a 
short day’s journey, but yet tryiag from the 
hills, and pleasanter than usual from the lines of 
STORMS ESCAPED. scenery, and a little more 
On Monday we were off for Standuton, but | scenery of other lands. 
when oiling the cart before starting a twelve we seemed nearing the 
the bush of one wheel worn quite away” hed yet another hour's drive, 
: this involved vain telegraphing to Pretoria, | edge of, and then across, a 
which lay between us and 
crossing was not so very di 
Wednesday morning, October Ist. This day, | enough so as to try the nerve and 
of the driver of a Cape cart 
The situation of the town is 
off by the viey from the rest of 
ury. v pre- | one side, and by a very fai 
paring our hostess for baptism, and then we | hills behind. phen redone 
go to our rough-made beds, upon the floor in | (one knows not what to call our Transvaal 
one case, almost supperless,.as bread can | places; thirty to fifty houses is but a small 
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1874, in which he left his residuary 
Catholic Church, to be 
of 


desi is 
John Ryle, ur, banker at Macclesfield, and 
was born in that town in 1616, He was 


< 


At the university he took 


classical honours, in 1837. He 
In 1843 he 


a first class in 


wing year 
appointed him to the Rectory of Helmingham, 
Suffolk. He was appointed Vicar of Strad- 
broke in 1861, by the Bishop of Norwich, 
and in 1871 was made Canon of 
Norwich Cathedral, Of his numerous publi- 
cations the best known are “ Christian Leaders 
of the Last Century,” “Coming Events and 
Present Duties,” “Church Reform,” “ Hymns 
for the Church on Earth,” “Expository 
Thoughts on the Gospel,” “ Holiness,” “ Prac- 
tical Religion,” “‘ Knots Untied,” and “Old 
Paths.” His widely-known and valuable de- 
votional tracts have been translated into the 
several Continental languages, and widely cir- 


| culated, Our readers will share with us the 


gratification we feel that for the second time 
within a few weeks Dean Ryle’s great’ ser- 
vices to the Church of England have met with 
substantial recognition from the highest autho- 
rities in the Church. The appointment has 
been gazetted. 
THE DEANERY OF SALISBURY. 

The Queen has been graciously pleased to 
appoint the Rev. George David Boyle, u.a., 
Honorary Canon of Worcester, Rural Dean, 


.} and Vicar of Kidderminster, to the vacant 


Deanery of Salisbury. The new Dean has 
not publicly identified himeelf with any party 
L2 
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estate to; family, both of which gifts have been held 
not to be charities.” New York Observer. 
“NO SERMONS.” 
A church which dispenses with 
| sermons is something of The 
of cur Saviour (Rplecopul, In 
fifth Street, near Madison Avenue, is a free 
church with a small congregation, mostly of 
persons of limited means. The pastor, Rev. 
Mr. Mallory, has announced that he can no 
longer maintain the church without assistance, 
and makes an appeal to all good people who 
desire to hear the morning and evening ser- 
as if | vices without being obliged to employ time 
rch for | and patience in listening to a sermon. The 
or the | young men are asked to combine for its sup- 
purchase and maintenance of a pew for his | port, on condition of “ no sermons.” 
THE BISHOPRIC OF LIVERPOOL. educated at Eton, where he was distinguished 
The London Gazette of the 9th ult. con-| for his classical attainments, and at Christ 
tained an Onder in stating thet i | 
pursuance of the Bishoprics Act, 1878, Her 
Majesty had been pleased, by the advice of the | was idaes 
Privy Council, to order as follows: 1. The | was presented by the Bishop of Winchester 
Bishopric of Liverpool is hereby founded. | to the Rectory of St. Thomas, Winchester, and 
2. The diocese of the said bishopric shall 
consist of the West Derby Hundred of the 
county of Lancaster, with the exception of so 
much of the said hundred as is now in the 
diocese of Manchester, and to include the 
whole of the ancient parish of Wigan, as pro- 
vided in the schedule to the before-mentioned 
Act, 3. The parish church of St, Peter, in 
Liverpool, in the county of Lancaster, subject 
to the rights of the patron and incumbent 
thereof, is assigned as a cathedral church to 
the said bishopric. 4. The Bishop of Liver- 
pool is constituted a body corporate, and is 
hereby invested with all such rights, privi- 
leges, and jurisdictions as are possessed by any 
other bishop in England, and is subjected to 
the metropolitan jurisdiction of the Archbishop 
of York. 5. This order shall come into opera- 
tion on the publication of the same in the 
London Gazette. The Gazette also announces 
that the borough of Liverpool will henceforth 
be known as the city of Liverpool. 
Her Majesty has been pleased to nominate 
as the first Bishop of Liverpool the Rev. John 
Charles Ryle, u.4.; who only a few weeks ago | 
vas appointed Dean of Salisbury. The Bishop 
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present the people are scattered on the mountains, and the attendance is reduced in number, 
bat we hope the Word is bringing fruit. Experience has abundantly proved that we have 


found ; im that case letters are attached to a stone and thrown across, and naturally not every 
letter reaches the opposite bank. A truly primitive postal arrangement |” 
CHINA. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury has announced his approval of the Rev. George Evans 
Moule, u.a., as Bishop-designate for the missionary bishopric in China, vacant by the death 
of Bishop Russell. Mr. Moule went out as a Church M Society missionary to 
N of that bishopflc in 1872 was the work of the Church 


about twenty Bible-women whom she has taught, and sends out, two by two, into hundreds of 


BRITISH GUIANA. 
We have before us the first report of an effort which is regarded as the third attempt to 
establish a Moravian mission in British Guiana. The first was, no doubt, a grand effort. In 


ago, and of truths, still floating in their mental firmament, derived from the teachings which 
their ancestors had originally received from the missionaries.” The second attempt was made 
forty years ago by the brethren, Hanman and Coleman, in Essequebo. Living witnesses tell 
with what zeal and diligence the missionaries laboured ; but the attempt proved abortive. 
The third mission party arrived from Barbados in Demerara, in November, 1878. The 
village, called Graham’s Hall—the centre of mission activity—is situated on the Industry 
plantation. Its present population is about 110,of whom about 70 are adults. “ When we 
arrived in November,” writes one of the missionaries, ‘we found only four married couples 
in the village ;’ nearly all the rest of the adults were living in sin. Already a few converts 
have been enrolled, who may be regarded as the first-fruits of our work. They have con- 
tinued faithful, attending all the services, and doing all they can to increase the number and 
advance the welfare of the little congregation. As an illustration of the effectiveness of the 
Gospel as the basis of morality, the missionaries point to the fact that during last year there 
were celebrated in this little chapel as many as nine marriages, the firat having taken place 
in May. “ Others, whose mode of life is not yet right, are now anxious to make the happy 
alteration,” and they anticipate seeing the time when the life of sin so common in the Weat 
Indies and in Guiana will be unknown in Graham's Hall village. In the course of the year, one 
of the missionaries from Demarara was sent with his wife to Plantation Reliance, in the 
county of Essequebo, to work a mission there. Reliance is a large property consisting of four 


placency, and can readily speak of God's mercy, of sin, prayer, etc. ; but it is a little thing, 
when God's hour for conversion strikes, to make them ‘wretched, and miserable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked.’ Next week T Mntend to set out on a tour down the left bank of 
the Sutlej, and back over the mountains to the Spinn Valley and Spitti. For six weeks I 
shall be cut off from all communication with my home, as the transmission of letters is very 
difficalt and uncertain. 
Missionary Society. Dr. Russell was called missionary Bishop of North China; but pro- 
bably his successor will take the title of his see from the city of Ningpo, where its bead- 
quarters are, to distinguish it from the proposed new additional bishopric of North China 
proper, towards the endowment of which a munificent sum has been offered. The Church 
Missionary Society's mission at Hang-chow is now fifteen years old. For the first ten years 
the number of converts baptized averaged three a year; for the last five years they have 
uveraged thirty-four a year. 

Mr. Archibald, one of the National Scottish Bible Society's agents in China, along with 
the Rev. Griffith John, of Hankow, has made an important journey in the provinces of Kiangsi 
and Hunan. The capital of the former province has been entered for the first time. Nine- 
teen other cities have been visited, and 2,630 portions of Scripture and 9,119 books and 
tracts have been sold, Twenty Chinese, whose interest in Christianity has been aroused by 
the perusal of books purchased from the society's agent, Mr. Murray, of Pekin, are now 
candidates for admission into the Christian Church. 

Miss Fielde, a missionary under the American Baptist Board, at Swatow, China, has 
heathen villages. 
ease with which some of the Indians in the interior of the country are, at the present day, 
impressed by their Christian teachers, is one result of traditions, still cherished among them, 
of a great mission-work that had been carried on among their forefathers more than a century 
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. together. At one of these, Three Friends, is the 
| of the Three Friends’ “ front” does not belong 
in the possession of coolie and black proprietors. 
| The mixed population, in about 500, consi 
3 and Chinese. Here the missionary labours, 
of the public religious services ia, that they are 
scarcely visit them three times. “Soon after 
h an individual, he loses sight of him altogether. 
their residence. Most of those to be fonnd at 
ner places along the coast, some from De: 
; bment to the plantation. There is no located t 
iiding houses upon them, as om the sugar plan 
ys and sometimes girls, leave their families, w 
roam about from one plantation to another, 
ves, On these tours most of them carry but few 
ea decent appearance in the house of God on § 
| to, they always have the convenient éxcuse that 
this ie, that Sabbath-breaking—a sin which is tl 
; is but too common all along the coast—in fact, 
ace to place hinders all advance in civilization, and 
is hard to be effected, it appears that nearly 
wellings are destitute of the smallest article 
ed to sit and sleep on their floors, codking 
ying down to sleep in dirty clothes. No pro 
no domestic ties, no homes, and no religion 
that every description of vice exists in an 
y, . » » Grumkenness, witchcraft, can scarcely 
are here. Nearly all that some have 
i is occasionally to put on gaudy clothing. fF 
a rover. As soon as one enters the dwellir 
be observable ; the marks of civilization are app 
AMERICA. 
» missionaries among the Cherokee Indians 
we have noticed that the opposition to the 
we fear but little can be done for the 
y of Indian blood. It has been caused, in 
of some that the Committee of the United St 
itory in November, would recommend that 
government be established over the people. 
‘ies; from the more advanced in civilization, 
) ne reins of power and office out of their hands 
this will be the first step in a policy which 
ve them, as once in former times, at the point 
try, with its broad prairies, clear streams and 
doubly dear to the patriot’s heart; away from 
nad endeared themselves by their virtues, in 
acres of cultivated ground, are the product < 
i left poverty-stricken by the late war. Th 
; y mortgages upon the largest and most fertile f 
be extinguished, has led them to fear ¢ 
; ht, and that the power of money will 
consciences of the people of the Uni 
ll be disregarded and broken. It is to be hoped 
sake of justice to a race once the rightfal own 
, base their claim to the present country 1 
mt of the United States. They demand to 
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sake of their growth in civilization, as the state of uarest and anxiety, and the great expense 
ineurred by them in sending delegations to defend their rights at Washington, prove great 
obstacles to their advancement ; and for the sake of missionary effort, that they may not feel 
distrustful of every white man, and consider his efforts to do them good as schemes for their 
downfall and destruction as a people.” 


in his quarterly Africa), by whom the 


Basuto Mission has been Jed during the past two years, have returned to Europe to consult 
with the Paris Committee as to the proposed enterprise to the valley of the Zambesi. They 
have been successful labourers in Africa for more than twenty years, and very mach needed 
rest before going forward again to plant the Gospel of Christ among the Borotsi, should such 
be God's will. We have had the pleasure of welcoming them to England, and have heard 
from their lips the most thrilling testimony to the faith and patience of the Basuto evangelists, 
both men and women, in whose trials and perils they have fully shared. 
WESTERN AFRICA. 

The Bishop of Sierra Leone has recently concluded an inspection of the various stations 

at the Rio Pongo. After 


A very interesting report, just received from Mr. Comber, describes the past half-year’s 
work of the Congo Mission. Among the work done is the erection of buildings 


and the 
collation of about a thousand words of a hitherto unwritten language. Visits to Makuta, 
Mussnca, Palabsila, and the lower cataracts of the Congo, have been paid, and one to Zombo 


CENTRAL AFRICA. 

| The directors and friends of the London Missionary Society bid farewell on the 12th — 

ult, to three missionaries about to take their departure for Central Africa—the Rev. A. J. 

Wookey, Dr. Palmer, and the Rev. Dr. Williams. The missionaries embarked for their des- 

tination a few days later. | 
EASTERN AFRICA. 

At a recent meeting of the Royal Geographical Society, a paper was read by the Rev. 
Chauncey Maples, of the Universities’ Mission, descriptive of Masasi and Rovuma district, in 
Africa, a country lying about 300 miles south of Zanzibar. The Makunde people have 
a king named Matola, one of whose subjects gave Mr. Maples an old coat, which he said 
belonged to a white man “ whose words were always gentle, and whose manners were always 
kind ; whom as a leader it was a privilege to follow, and who knew the way to the hearts of 
The white man was Dr. Livingstone. 

POLYNESIA. 
Wesleyan mission brig, John Wesley, recently arrived in Sydney Harbour a com- 
plete wreck. She left ‘Rotumah for the new mission on Duke of York Island, having on 
board the Rev. George Brown, and six native teachers with their families, intended as a 
reinforcement for the posts on New Island. When between Santa Cruz and San Christoval, 
says a Melbourne paper, she encountered one of the fiercest hurricanes that ever swept the 
Southern Seas. She was thrown upon her beam ends, and her masts had to be cut away to © 
prevent her foundering. The vessel struggled along like a winged bird, and in forty-twe days 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

en the most important town on the river, on February 22 last, when 
Mr. David Brown, of Fourah Bay College and Dublin University, was admitted to the 
diaconate. This is the first ordination held in North-west Africa, the former clergy for 
the Pongas Mission having been educated at Codrington College, Barbadoes. The candidate 
having been presented to Bishop Cheetham, in the presence of an overflowiag congregation, 
a sermon was delivered in the Susu “pe by the Rev. P. H. Douglin. The preacher 
stated that during the past four-and-twenty years not merely had a great portion of the Holy 
Scriptures been translated into Susu, but 800 persons had been baptized at Fallangia, 418 
at Domingia, 382 at the Isle de Los, over 90 at Rio Nunez, and, during the last five years, 
68 in the itinerations of the missionaries in the interior of the continent. The West India 
Mission to Western Africa was therefore by no means sickly and ready to die, bat did not 
receive the support that it deserved. 
(en rouge for Stanley Pool). 
reached Sydney. 
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CON VERSAZIONE, Mar 18. 

Arrangements have been made for the Annual Comversazione to be held in Regent's Park 
College, on Tuesday, May 18; chair to be taken by Lord Polwarth, the President. An address 
will be given by the Rev. H. W. Webb-Peploe, u_a., on “ Our Lord’s New Commandment (John 
xiii, 34): ite connection with the liberty, power in service, and holiness of the Christian.” 
The address will be followed by open conference. It is also expected that several foreign 
delegates will be present and address the meeting. Tea and coffee will be served at half-past 
three, and the meeting commence at four o'clock. The Council hope that there will be a 


lange attendance of members and friends of the Alliance. Cards of invitation will be sent on 
application to the Secretaries. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


(May |, 


The monthly meeting of Oouncil was held 
‘on Thursday, April 15; J. Holt Skinner, Eeq., 
afterwards Donald Matheson, Esq., presid- 
ing. The Chairman read a passage of Scrip- 
ture, and prayer was offered by the Rev. 
Prebendary Anderson. 


Samuel Gillespie Prout, Erq., Ilfracombe. 

Mrs. Allwyn, Beek, Holland. 

Rev. Prebendary Hunt, Weston-super- Mare. 

Miss Clarke, Weston-super- Mare. 
- Rev. W. A. Bathurst, Eastbourne. 

Miss C. M. Gibson, Edinburgh. 

Rev. George Keith, M.a., Glasgow. 

W. R. M. Church, Esq., Glasgow. 

Samuel McCall, Esq., Glasgow. 

Mr. Williamson, Glasgow. 

CONVERSAZIONE IN MAY. 

The Council approved of the alteration of 
date for the annual Conversazione to May 18. 
The subject for consideration will be “ The 
New Commandment of our Lord (Jobn xiii. 
34): its connection with the liberty, power in 
eervice, and holiness of the Christian.” The 
Rev. H.W. Webb-Peploe will give an address, 
which will be followed by open conference. 
Tt is hoped that addresses will also be given 
by delegates from foreign branches. 

CONFERENCES. 
The proposal to convene periodical meet- 


ings for the promotion of spiritual life and 


fellowship was approved, and it was reported 
that the Committee of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association had kindly offered the 
use of their Lecture Hall in Alderagate Street 
for the purpose. 


ADDRESS TO THE EMPEROR OF AUSTRIA. 

The Secretaries reported that a deputation 
from this Council had been received by the 
Austrian Ambassador, and that his Excellency 
had kindly promised to forward the letter 
to his Majesty the Emperor. | 

PERSECUTION IN ABYSSINIA. 

The Secretary briefly recapitulated the facts 
in connection with the persecution of Swedish 
missionaries in Abyssinia, as contained in a 
letter from Pastor Neander addressed to Dr. 
A. Graham, of Edinburgh. 

JAPAN BRANCH. 

A letter was read from the Rev. Luther H. 
Gulick, Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance 
of Japan, enclosing memorial on the subject 


SOUTH AFRICAN BRANCH. 

An interesting report of the observance of 
the Week of Prayer, and of the general pro- 
gress of this branch of the Alliance, was pre- 
sented ina letter from the Secretary, the Rev. 
G. W. Stegmann, jun., of Cape Town. 

BASLE COMMITTER. 

The Council desired that their thanks be 
presented to the Basle Committee for the 
copies of the German Report of the Basle 
Conference, presented to the British Alliance. 

The Secretary read a circular letter on the 
subject of competition in the mission field, 
addressed to Missionary Societies by the 
President of the Central Committee of the 
late General Conference. The Council ex- 
pressed their sympathy with the object in view, 
and their desire that much good may result 


from the subject bei i 
being prominently brought 


BLACKHEATH AND LEE BRANCH. 


On the 25th ult., in the Rink Concert 


Wilmot Brooke presided, and a short address 


Hall, the quarterly meeting for prayer and | was given by Captain Owen Hay, Rs, on the 
praise took place at 3.30 p.u. Colonel | verse, “ Love the brotherhood.” ae, 


NEW MEMBERS. 
The following persons were unanimously 
admitted to membership :— 
Mr. and Mrs. Atkinson, Blackheath. 
| natives and foreigners in the open ports of 
Japan. 


May 1, 1580.) 


and forcible way the new commandment was 
pressed home to the heart, and the duty of 
lowship with all who love the 
Lord Jesus strongly insisted upon. 
Major-General Field, c.n., one of the Secre- 


tion for a blessing upon this country. 
encouraging, amid all the gloom and depres- 
such a interest in its 


are heard, and will be answered in God's own 


time and way. P 
Meetings were held in Dublin in the 
Christian Union Buildings, at eight a.m, at 


We do not feel that He is our constant 
Helper, that our work is His. We do it too 
much as our work, and seek our own success 


and 
y life.” Was he not right? The 
hindrance is want of harmony—not the want 
of uniformity, but of harmony in diversity. 
We often distract men and drive them away 
by our discord, instead of drawing them by 
our harmony. 

- The Rev. Wesley Guard spoke on “ the 
Seeret of National Prosperity,” which he said 
was to be found in a nation’s obedience to 


4 


3 


. A. C. Murphy addressed the mect- 
Call to Church.” 
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the Emperor. Letters were read from several 
who had suffered, expressing their gratitude 
to God for the relief, and warmly thanking 
the Evangelical Alliance for its interference. 
The attendance at the meeting was lange, 

taries of the parent society, gave an interest-| about 200 members and friends being pre- 

ing account of the restoration of religious | sent; all appeared to be deeply interested in 
liberty and cessation of persecution in Austria | the proceedings. 

and Bohemia, owing to the late deputation to 

IRISH BRANCH. 

At the invitation of the Council of the Irish | national strength, national wealth, and national 

Branch, the 17th day of March last was | greatness. 

wisely observed as a day of special prayer for| The Rev. James Stevenson next spoke on 

Ireland. Throughout the United Kingdom, | our “ Encouragements.” He remarked that 

in France, the United States, Canada, and | this view of the subject was most needful at 

other places, Christian people of the different | the present time; for in many respects the 

Churches were united in fervent supplica- | prospects for our country were anything bat 
encouraging to those who, like them, looked 

spread of the preaching of the Gospel. Of 

behalf, and we feel assured that their prayers | the five and a-half millions, only one million 
nn” | 22d s quarter belonged to all the Evangelical 

hopeful considerations. Among them may be 
mentioned—1. Ireland’s place in the promises 

——— of God: “Among the isles that wait for 

attendance at the noon meeting. The chair | God’s law, this is one.” 2. The revived 

was occupied by Dr. B. G. Darley, and after- | Evangelism of the present time was another 
wards by the Hon. Captain Ward. hopeful feature. 3. Encouragement was af- 

The Rev. S. J. Whitmee spoke upon | forded by the fact that there was at present an 

“ Hindrances to Blessing.” He would con- | extended and increasing circulation of the 

fine his remarks tothree hindrances: (1) Want | Word of God in the homes of the people. 

of Faith, (2) want of consistent living, and | 4. There being encouragement in the spread 

(3) want of harmony. There is deplorable | of education among the lower orders, 5. There 

lack of faith in Christians. We hardly believe | was at the present time a growing spirit of 

the Word of God. Our trust in God is marred. uiry not confined to any one 
nd one effect of so-called Ration- 

priestly rule and abject super- 
in doing it. We have little faith in the Holy e part of multitudes of the 

Spirit as an actual, living, working power. 

inconsistent lives of professed disciples of 

Christ. John Stuart Mill, in his work o: | Da 

life is “a compromise between the Christian 
ect 
Dr. M‘Kee, 

At the evening meeting Major Warren 
presided. Dr. Eccles delivered an address 
on “ What we owe to our Country.” 

The Rev. R. M‘Chyne Edgar addressed the 

moral law—a nation’s honouring and obeying | meeting upon the subject of “ True Liberty.” 
God’s commands. This was the secret of ' He asked, in view of the text assigned him 


=, 


CHINA. 
The Rev, James Sadler, of Amoy, gives 


9g 


ance of this great matter, and circulate good 
maps of China, that Dr. Douglas's essay might 
be understood.” 
INDIA. 
The following letter from Colonel Van 
Heythuysen recently appeared in the Bombay 
Guardian :— 


co-operated. 
differences, 


forms 
world and strengthen the cause of our dear 


plead to our faithful and covenant keeping 
God for His blessing on the work in Bombay, 
and other parts of this empire ? 

There is much work going on, but the re- 
sults are not proportionate, simply because 


plead together. 
I will yet for this be inquired of by the house 
of to do it for them.” 

I would propose for your consideration 
that we prayerfully consider the scheme fora 
weekly or even fortnightly union prayer- 
meeting in Bombay, to be held on some neu- 
tral ground, central and convenient, at a - 
suitable hour and day to be determimed om by 
the members of the Evangelical Churches in 


2, 
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(John viii. 36), from what does Christ propose | earth, or one established by human power 
to make us free? Not from the keeping of | or the sword, but a kingdom of redeemed 
the commandments, nor from the burdens of | men. All the prophets had held out the 
the present life, but from the slavery of sin. prospect of a time coming beyond all the 
Lf the Bible were more appreciated im Ireland, | gloom and discords of the present, when the 
the people would be less at the mercy of men, kingdom of God should be universal, and es- 
and more in the liberty and contentment of | tablished in the deepest depths of human 
God. hearts. The proceedings were closed with 
The Rev. James Hewitt spoke briefly on | the Benediction. 
the petition in the short beautiful prayer of | Meetings were also held in all the principal 
our Lord, “Thy Kingdom come.” It was | centres throughout the country. 
not a political kingdom, like the kingdoms of 
THE WEEK OF PRAYER IN DISTANT LANDS 
. Master. It is by the united breath of prayer 
ot God's children that the windows of 
i ng ica ° heaven will be opened, and there shall be 
the Week of Prayer in that port, both amongst | poured out a blessing, that there shall not be — 
| Chinese Christians and foreigners. Mr. Sadler room in Bombay city to receive it; then it 
| adds: “ As we come to the annual meetings | must flow to other places, like the holy waters 
we look back and sum up the encouragements | in Ezekiel; they shall issue out, going down 
: we have received in answer to past prayers. | into the desert, and shall become a river that 
| This last year we have seen a great advance | cannot be passed over. 
in the Christians (native), supporting their But we are reminded that we are to bring 
7 ministers, and bearing many expenses to “all the tithes into the storehouse” of our 
maintain and spread Christianity. Also «| God; then let there be fruit unto holiness, 
goodly company—159 persons—have been and entire consecration unto the Lord. 
added to the Amoy Churches of the three, And now, dear friends in Christ, I ear 
missions. As the years pass by we look with nestly appeal to you not to allow the blessing 
imcreasing intensity of desire for the Christian- God has given us this first week of the year, 
ization of this vast empire. The paper read in permitting us to unitedly come to the 
| Throne of Grace, to: pass away; but let us 
carry out the solicitation to keep our armour 
_ bright (see Ephes. vi. 18); and this is to be 
_done in private as well as social prayer. 
| Bombay and this country all round need mach 
united prayer. Shall we not have some fruit 
from the Week of Prayer, by a weekly or 
fortnightly union prayer-meeting—a union 
of the word, that we may 
| 
| we are neglecting the divine injunction, “ Pat 
January, 1880. 
My dear Friend,—All who had the privi- 
lege to attend the daily meetings for prayer 
im the first week of this year must have 
; full of love and grati- 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Christi 
them, and 
3 so heartily 
all Church 
ing on one common our 
cordial co-operation of all in this necessary 


x 


following the first Sabbath in January. This 
appeal bas been responded to by the various 


cause, the usual printed appeal from the Alli- 


Downing President, and addresses on “ Living 
for Jesus Christ,” were delivered by Rev. J. 
FP. M‘Swaine and Rev. E. Turner. Tuesday 
the service was held im the Presbyterian 

Wickham Terrace; Rev. C. M*Cal- 
presided, and addresses on “ Walking 
with Jesus Christ” were delivered by Rev. J. 


In believer's ear.” 


leyan), the elements of bread and wine were | 
handed to the communicants by the Revs. H. 


Coombs ( Baptist), James Stewart (Presbyterian), 
E. Turner (Free Methodist), and W. Smith 


meny of the Churches were 
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the | in Jireh Chapel, Gipp Street. The Rev. J. 
Kingsford presided, and addresses were de- 
y | livered by Rev. W. Smith and Rev. J. Stewart 
from | on “Jesus Christ all in all” The interest mani- 
meetings held | fested in the first meeting seemed to grow till 
the last, and reached its higbest in the united 
is Communion Service, held on the Friday in the 
Congregational Church, W barf Street, at which 
The time to plead for this ruined and | the Rev. E. Griffiths presided. This Com- | 
broken world is short. Soon will our plead- | munion Service must have been an interesting ) 
ing be changed into eternal praises; and if | sight to angels. At it 300 members of four- | 
there can be a discordant note then, it will | teen different Christian Churches were se : 
arise only that we did not pray and praise Him | sembled to avow their common allegiance to | 
upon earth. In the meantime let us lay hold | that Saviour, Jesus Christ, on whom their | 
of Joel ii. 28.—Yours, ete., meditations had been especially fixed during | 
H. Vaw Herruvrsex. the week ; and it was a solemn season indeed | 
QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA. when these assembled Christiana, of various ; 
The subjoined report is from the Queensland | denomimations, but all one in Jesus, com- 
Evangelecal Standard :— menced the service by singing the good old | 
The Evangelical Alliance has for some | hymn of John Newton's, beginning—~ 
years past issued am annual invitation to the “ How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
Churches of Christendom to unite in special a 
. for special objects during the week | Appropriate passages of Scripture from | 
Cor. x. having been read by the presiding 
Churches in Brisbane from the very first, and | 
of profit and pleasure. Through some failure 
ance Committee, containing the several topics | (Primitive Methodist). | 
for the different evenings, did not reach Brie- | Smith (Presbyterian), _—_ | 
bane by last mail. The Brisbane Evan- | gave a plain and beautif | 
gelical Committee having, however, resolved | on the words which had | 
to held these services as before, appointed a | commencement by the 
sub-committee to arrange the topics for ad- 17: "We 
dresses on the several evenings ; and we think | one bread.” This service will ) 
thet sub-committee may be congratulated on | forgotten, and we hope its 
their happy and suitable selection, especially | will be felt throughout the y 
as they were so closely connected the one | that this united Commun 
with the other, and so appropriately leading | hope that henceforth such 
up to the final service of the week, which ways be the closing one of the Week of Prayer. 
was this year, for the first time, a united | It was pleasant to see so many ministers of 
Cemmunion Service, The Week of Prayer | various denominations on the platform, 
in Brisbane began on Monday, January 5, in | especially to see them all unite in the solemn 
the Baptist Church, Fortescue Street, Rev. J. | feast of loving allegiance to their Lord and 
Master; and it was delightful to know that so 
| their members, If spared to see another year 
and hold another of these services, we hope 
that not « single Charch in the city will be 
unrepresented, and that not one of the minis- 
ters of the various Churches will be absent. 
: Kingsford and Rev. F. T. Brentnall. Wednes-| The Evangelistic Choir led the praise at all 
day the service was held in the Wesleyan | the services. The hymns sung were taken 
Church, Albert Street; Rev. R. Sellors presided, from Sankey’s collection, and rendered in a 
and addresses were delivered by Rey. C. M‘Cul- | manner that greatly aided the devotional 
loch and Rev. H. Coombe “on Glorifying | spirit which was so markedly present at all . | 
Jesus Christ.” Thursday the service was held | the meetings, 


Es 


ius 


FE 


Hon. See. of South African Branch 
of the Evangelical Alliance. . 
Allow me to acknowledge with thanks the ~ 


regular receipt of Evangelical Christendom. 


RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN ABYSSINIA. 


The particulars given below are supplied by 


autumn of 1877 in order to wait for a suit- 
able occasion to see the King and obtain his 
permission to carry on the missionary: work, 
at least among the heathen tribes, the K 

ties, in the neighbourhood of Gondai, or 
among the Falashas, the Abyssinian Jews, if 
not among the Abyssinian nominal Christians. 


No interview with the King could be obtained 
till May, 1879, in consequence of the war 


ij against King Menelek at Shoa and the 


Southern Goda tribes. Mr. Svensson writes 
under date Massowa and M’Kullo, August 
8, 1879, as follows :— 
“T have now to inform of the result 
of our interview with King John. We ar- 
rived at the Royal Camp on Debra Tabor on 
a Tuesday, and our arrival was immediately 
announced. After some waiting we were 


allowed to see the King. He received ug, 
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SOUTH AFRICAN BRANCH. 
The following letter will be read with the Lord’s-day, Christian missions, or the ad- 
interest vancement of spiritual life in the churches. 
Cape Town, March 2, 1880. We have at present in view a Conference to 
It be held in Cape Town, which had to be post- 
find poned last year. Many are looking forward 
} the Week to it with « lively expectation of blessing. 
: appreciated We deem ourselves happy in that so much 
; and brotherly union exists in our midst; we feel 
. that we are favoured above many places in 
: this respect. But we are fully conscious of 
the fact that the influences which tend to 
separate Christians are making themselves felt 
in our rapidly increasing community; and it 
. isour humble prayer that our Alliance may, by 
| God's blessing, be able faithfully and lovingly 
to embody and the 
that Christ desires His people to be one in Him. 
We feel very deeply that we need an 
abundant outpouring of the Holy Spirit, that 
we may be quickened, sanctified, and drawn 
together in the fervent desire to spread His 
power greater than before. There have been 
observing this Week of Prayer is increas-| times of refreshing; and now 
ingly realized not only throughout the colony, 
but also in the neighbouring states. Special 
arrangements were made this year in connec- 
tion with the Dutch Reformed Church in 
the Orange Free State, whence encouraging 
accounts have been received. We would take | tries, and we pray that in this year it may 
this opportunity of expressing our hope that | enjoy yet more abundant and glorious answers 
the annual programme may be issued suf- | to its prayers, that its spirit may more clearly 
ficiently early to enable us to notify in good | reflect the glorified Church on high, and that 
time to our scattered population the subjects | so its loftiest aspirations may be more fully 
for the several days. realized, to the praise of our blessed Redeemer. 
As regards the South African Branch of| Accept of our warmest Christian’ greet- 
the Evangelical Alliance, we are glad to say | ings, and believe me, etc., 
that it maintains its position, constantly re- 
ceives fresh accessions, and is ever ready to 
use its efforts in support of the cause of Christ 
in the land, whether in connection with the 
question of intemperance, the observance of | [iii 
One of our missionaries, Mr. Svensson, 
P. Carlsson, together with an Abyssinian boy, 
| Hajle, had been in Abyssinia since the 


4 Ht 


day he sent only two cows and a smaller por- 
tion of wine, but the other things without any 
decrease. We were arbitrarily dealt with by 
our fellow-travellers, and had to be content 
with the small bits they gave us. We rested 


our gifte—namely, a red silk umbrella and a 
watch. A chandelier we left at Axum, in 
order not to get it injured in transport. The 
watch he was much pleased with. N 

for our request, which I laid before 
the Ambaric language. He answere:l 


For 250 years Abyssinia 
a Christian land (an expression 
not understand), The Falashas 
over to Mr. Flad’s disciples ; the 
jes and Waities he would teach him- 
already commenced this. Then 
ve his answer later on. I told 
and his Gospel was precisely the 
same, written down by Matthew, Mark, etc. ; 


then said: ‘ My answer I have already given 
to you. I will not prevent the Europeans 


159 


. Jt is true that the Governor of Hamazan, 


| Ras Allola, has gone further into the country 


with his army; but he has threatened to re- ~ 
turn to the neighbourhood of Massowa, where 
our brethren reside, in order to plunder and 
utterly destroy all who do not submit them- 
selves to him. It seems talerably certain 
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a dark silk cloak, sitting upon a, heathens that are there. 
was covered with carpets and sur-| not think this was the 
pillows. We paid our compli- | we were afterwards 
the European manner. He put | same day, and make no 
hand, bat I could not find that any | and not to 
kissed it. He directed us to | same place. 
he had prepared for us, and | den order struck me and others very 
sent to a place, fenced off, close to | and cannot otherwise be accounted HE 
dwelling-plece, where he had ordered | by bad people having slandered us. Hi 
to be made for us; bat only | we left Debra Tabor. I cannot tell you with 
them was ready, and that one was | what heavy hearts we trarelled. Everywhere 
occupied by Mr. Naretti, with his wife and | we met with mockery on account of the King’s 
brother. Naretti is an Italian subject, a | manner in discharging us. We had a long 
court-carpenter. For the other members of | and troublesome journey, through continual 
our company two large tents were supplied. | rain, and with our beasts tired out. At the 
Now a salute was given by five discharges of | end of a month we arrived at Adoa, where 
cannon, and we were informed that the King | we arranged for the chandelier being placed 
had intended to receive us surrounded with | in the royal church. On the following day Ras 
soldiers on parade, but we arrived earlier than | Allola arrived, and we visited him in the 
he expected. In the evening he sent us five| camp. He was angry, and asked Hajle why 
cows, 300 sheep, bread, wine, butter, pepper, | we still remained at Adoa, although the King 
white meal, firewood, corn and hay for our | bad ordered us to go. Hajle replied that we 
beasts, and candles and knives. The next had been occupied with the chandelier, but 
that we would bid him farewell and go to- 
morrow. About the 20th of July we arrived 
here. All the brethren and sisters are at 
Mensa, and they have requested us to remain 
with them for some rest; but the situation 
on the Wednesday, and on the Thursday | there is not very quiet, and it is feared that 
morning we were called upon to see the King. | Woldo Mikael will proceed to plundering. 
Now, on this occasion we brought with us | Hedenstrom has sent his servant to Ras to 
know what they think with regard to Mensa. 
I do not consider it wise to go until I have 
got an answer from Ras, as our presence 
there would necessarily make the position of 
the brethren still worse, if there are evil 
thoughts against Mensa. The God of Jacob 
is our refuge.” 

Later news from our missionaries shows 
that not only the Protestant Christians, but 
also the Mohammedans, are persecuted if they 
do not submit themselves to the religion of 
the Abyssinian Church. The Mohammedans 
in that piace do not always consider their 
religion worth much trouble and persecution. 

: They therefore go in crowds to be baptized, 2 
but with the expressive threatening, “‘ To-day 
it is you who are pressing us to be Christians, 

that we did not like any sort of disputes, and | to-morrow we shall press you to be Mohan- 
considered his priests as brethren, and were | medans.” 

in a friendly relation towards them. Next 

Tuesday we were again called upon. He 

from visiting my country in order to see it, 

and for the object of trading ; but with re- 

gard to the teaching, I cannot grant you 

this ;’ and again he repeated his words about | that the King has a hand in the persecution, 
two sorts of Gospels, and added : ‘Go to your | as neither priests nor governors would allow 
own country and teach the Falashas and themselves to persecute the Protestants and 


eg. 
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Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c, 
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